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Dr. Harbhajan Singh

Dr. Harbhajan Singh on whom the Sahitya Akademi
confers its highest honour of Fellowship today is one of the
foremost poets in Punjabi and also an outstanding scholar-
critic of our time.

Harbhajan Singh was born in Lumbding, a small, sleepy
town in Assam in 1919. He lost both of his parents in early
childhood and naturally grew up as a lonely, introvert boy.
He had his school and college education at Lahore and started
teaching in a school. He did his M.A. both in English and
Hindi fighting against several odds and dauntlessly pursued
his higher studies to become a Gyani and then obtained his
Ph. D. for a Critical Study of Medieval Hindi Poetry
preserved in Gurumukhi.

Harbhajan Singh came to poetry at a very young age. His
early poetry was a popular kind of religious and political
rhetoric in Punjabi meant for presentation in poetry symposia.
However, his academic excellence helped him mature early
as a poet and his accent shifted towards a genuine poetic
discourse marked by severe purity of means and purpose. His
first book of poems Lasan (Weals) was published in 1956.
Though he had kept himself away from the political arena,
his poetry in this period betrays a socialist influence which
made him register his angry protest against capitalist
exploitation and heartless oppression of the weaker sections
of the society, in simple imaginative structures.

His next book Tar Tupka (1957) is a long dramatic poem,
strongly affected by a sense of our time with its growing
restlessness in the inner and outer worlds. It starts on a note
of disenchantment with never-to-be settled issues but it
gradually loses its edge in the green forests of compassion
and sympathy.

Between 1951 and 1967, Harbhajan Singh was on the
Hindi faculty of Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa Coliege, Delhi.
Later he joined the Department of Modern Indian Languages
of the Delhi University, as a Professor of Punjabi and taught
there for nearly twenty years. After retiring from there in
1984, he co-edited Aksa, a literary journal, for a time. He is
widely travelled and has lectured in several universities,
besides writing extensively on contemporary Indian culture
and literature.

Over 25 volumes of his poems published so far include
Adhraini (1962), Na Dhuppe Na Chhaven (winner of the
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Sahitya Adademi Award for 1964), Mai Jo Beet Gia (1970),
Ik Paradesan Pyari (1973), Laiharan nun Jindre Na Marin
(1983), Meri Kavya Yatra (1989) Chauthe Di Udeek (1991)
and Rukh te Rishi (1992). His poetry viewed as a whole in
fact offers a glimpse into the journey of a creative genius
whose magnificently transparent work has amply justified his
trust in his own instincts. Over the years his poetry has
flourished and the poet has been seen endlessly
experimenting with form and craft.

Harbhajan Singh's contribution to the theory and practice
of literary criticism in Punjabi is equally stupendous. His first
two works, Punjabi Literature : A New Perspective (1968)
and Adhyan te Adhyapan (1970) are noted for their
foundational importance, innovative approach and objective
assessment of the contoversial literary issues. While the
former offers a comprehensive discourse on Punjabi literature
as a whole, the latter dwells upon different aspects of learning
and teaching the language. Mull te Mullankan (1971), a
collection of his essays on the evaluation and appreciation of
poetry is extremely critical of the criticism in Punjabi to
which he recommends serious soul-searching. His nearly 20
books of criticism published so far include Sahit Shastar
(1973), Sanman te Samikya I and II (1986), and Khamoshi da
Jazira (1988). His two other books, Bulleh Shah (1991) and
Sheikh Farid (1992) noted for their extensive erudition pay
poignant tributes to the two outstanding poets of Punjabi
literature.

Harbhajan Singh has also been a prolific translator. He has
published some 15 translations of Indian and foreign classics
into Punjabi which include Sophocles's Oedipus (1960),
Gorky's My Universities and Aristotle's Poetics (1964).
Among his recent undertakings is the translation of S. Gopal's
much discussed book Jawaharial Nehru into Punjabi (1991).
Rigbani, his rendition of 22 suktas of the Rigveda into
Punjabi has received the State Government award.

Harbhajan Singh is perhaps one of the most celebrated
Indian writers today who has been widely acknowledged at
home and abroad. Honours and Awards have never fascinated
him but his glorious achievements in the field have brought
him many, which include Sahitya Kala Parishad award
(1973), Punjab State Shiromani award (1975), Soviet Land
Nehru Award (1976), Third World Conference award for
Hindi and Punjabi (1983), Kabir Samman (1988) and Waris
Shah Award (1992). Recently, he has been nominated Fellow,
Panjabi Sahitya Academy.

At the centre of Harbhajan Singh's creative universe is his
concern for man and humanity. His long journey into the
realm of poetry comes only as an affirmation of this
commitment, which makes him a fine poet and a great human
being.

For his eminence as a poet and a scholar, the Sahitya
Akademi confers its highest honour, the Fellowship, on
Dr. Harbhajan Singh.




	Harbhajan Singh.TIF
	Harbhajan Singh0001.TIF

